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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF SOUTH 
JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF A 
MUNICIPAL CONSENT IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
HARRISON, GLOUCESTER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 
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ENERGY 

DECISION AND ORDER 

DOCKET NO. GE14050502 

Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq., Cozen O'Connor, P.C. on behalf of Petitioner, South Jersey Gas 
Company 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, Division of Rate Counsel 

BY THE BOARD: 

South Jersey Gas Company ("SJG" or "Company"), a regulated utility subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Board of Public Utilities ("Board"), is a corporation duly organized under the laws of the 
State of New Jersey engaged in the business of transmission and distribution of natural gas to 
approximately 360,000 customers within its service territory. 

SJG currently provides natural gas service within the Township of Harrison CTownship") to 
approximately 3,758 residential and 185 commercial customers. The Company's consent to 
use the streets within the Township for the provision of gas service expired on November 3, 
1997.' On April 7, 2014, the Township adopted Ordinance No. 07-2014, by which it renewed 
its consent and granted SJG continued permission to lay and construct its pipes and mains and 
related appurtenances and facilities within the streets, alleys, squares and public places within 
the Township for a period of fifty (50) years. By letter dated May 19, 2014, the Company 
accepted and agreed to the terms of the consent. Copies of the Ordinance and the letter of 
acceptance are attached to this Order as Exhibits uA~ and "8," respectively. 

On May 28, 2014, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 14:1-5.5, SJG filed a petition 
requesting that this Board give its approval to the consent adopted by the Township. As 
required by law and after notice, a hearing in this matter was held on June 26, 2014, before 

1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 
Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term. This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal 
actions it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law. The 
Board has been assured that pending review of its petition, SJG has continued to provide service to its 
customers within the Township in an uninterrupted manner. 



William Agee, Esq., the Board's duly appointed Hearing Examiner. Appearances were made on 
behalf of the Company, the Division of Rate Counsel ("Rate Counsel") and Board Staff. No 
other party participated in the hearing or filed any written submission with the Board related to 
this proceeding. 

At hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Schneider, its General Manager of System Engineering and Planning. 
According to Mr. Schneider's testimony, SJG anticipates growth in its defined service territory to 
be approximately one (1) percent annually for the next 3 to 5 years. According to the Company, 
it has the capacity to ensure continuation of its natural gas service and does not foresee any 
concerns regarding its ability to meet the existing and future demands of the Township. 

Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated August 11, 2014, indicated that it 
does not object to the Company's petition, and noted that the term of the municipal consent 
related to the use of streets is limited to fifty (50) years. However, Rate Counsel requests that 
approval of the petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated into this order. 

Following its receipt of Rate Counsel's comments, SJG filed correspondence with the Board on 
August 12, 2014 indicating that it had no additional comments. 

After a full review of the entire record, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the municipal consent for 
use of the streets, which is the subject of this matter, is necessary and proper for the public 
convenience and properly conserves the public interest, and that SJG has the ability to provide 
safe, adequate and proper service. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the 
necessary experience, financial capability, capacity and facilities in the Township to continue to 
provide adequate and appropriate service to its existing customers as well as expected future 
customers, and that the frfty (50) year duration of the municipal consent to use the streets is 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15. Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14, 
HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted to SJG by the Township for the continued use of its 
public streets for a period of fifty (50) years for the provision of gas service in the Township. 

The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 

1. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 
whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by SJG. 

2. This Order shall not effect nor in any way limit the exercise of the authority of this 
Board of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or 
in any other matters affecting SJG. 

3. In an appropriate subsequent proceeding, SJG shall have the burden of 
demonstrating whether, and to what extent, any of the costs associated with this 
petition shall be allocated to ratepayers. 

4. The rates for service to the Company's customers in the Township shall continue 
to be those set out in the Company's current tariff approved by and on file with 
the Board. These rates shall remain in effect until otherwise approved by the 
Board. 
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5. Approval of this municipal consent does not constitute Board approval of any 
costs or expenses associated with this petition. Any determination as to the 
appropriateness or reasonableness of the costs and expenses related to the 
franchise, including but not limited to, cost of construction, contributions in aid of 
construction, depreciation on contributed plant, the cost of connection, or any 
related capital improvements, and the allocation of such costs and expenses, 
shall be made in an appropriate subsequent proceeding. 

6. The term of the municipal consent as to the right to provide service is not limited 
by this Order and shall be effective as previously granted by the Township. 

This Order shall be effective as of October 10, 2014. 

DATED: BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 
BY: 

v\J ~,_;tr~ 
DIANNE SOLOMON 
PRESIDENT 

7 
; \ 

/--=i=~==>'=-0~'(7=-1-t_. ~ 

ATTEST: /W ~'"' er­

KRISTIIZZO vc~ J 
SECRETARY 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF SOUTH JERSEY GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL 
OF A MUNICIPAL CONSENT IN THE TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON, GLOUCESTER COUNTY, 

NEW JERSEY - DOCKET NO. GE14050502 

South Jersey Gas Company: 

Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq. 
Cozen O'Connor, P.C 
457 Haddonfield Road, Suite 300 
Post Office Box 5459 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002 
smltchellc&cozen com 

John F. Stanziola 
Director, Regulatory Affairs 
South Jersey Gas Company 
One South Jersey Plaza 
Route 54 
Folsom, NJ 08037 
jstanzlola(Q:ISjlndustries com 

Gina Merritt-Epps, Esq. 
South Jersey Gas Company 
One South Jersey Plaza 
Route 54 
Folsom, NJ 08037 
')me rntt (Qlsji nd us tries_ com 

Abbey Greenberg 
Public Affairs Specialist­
Government and Regulatory Affairs 
South Jersey Gas Company 
One South Jersey Plaza 
Route 54 
Folsom, NJ 08037 
_..green berg ems 11 nd u stnes. com 

Babette Tenzer, OAG 
Division of Law 
124 Halsey Street 
Post Office Box 45029 
Newark, NJ 07101-45029 
babette tenzert~dol.lps.state.nr.us 

SERVICE LIST 

Board of Public Utilities: 

Board of Public Utilities 
Division of Energy 
44 South Clinton Avenue, 9111 Floor 
Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0350 

4 

Jerome May, Director 
jerome.may@bpu state.nj.us 

John Masiello 
JOhn_ maslello@bpu. state. nj. us 

Megan Lupo, Esq. 
megan.lupo<Cilbpu.state nj.us 

Rate Counsel: 

Division of Rate Counsel 
140 East Front Street, 41

h Floor 
Post Office Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003 

Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director 
sbrand@rpa. state. n1. us 

Felicia Thomas-Friel, Esq. 
fthomast&rpa. state. n1. us 

Brian Lipman, Litigation Manager 
i)lipmant&,rpa.state n1.us 

Kurt Lewandowski, Esq. 
klewando(Q)rpa.state.n! us 
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Exhibit A 
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ORDINANCE }10. 07-201-1 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING RE~EW£1> CONSENT ANIJ PERMISSION TO SOtiTII 
.IERSEY GAS COMI't\~Y TO USE THE !'UIJLIC STREETS TO Fl:RNISII GAS FOR 

LIGUT, HEAT AND POWim IN THE TOWNSI-111' OF HAimiSOI\; 

\VIIEHF:AS. !ioulh Jcrse) (ias Compan) mm wd .. ,.pnr~umlllu N J.S.A. ~3:3- I 5. the conscm oi" 
ll<lrn<on 1 '"''"hip ltl mm:ntl ()rd!mtncc lll-I'J-17 :ljlplocahlc tu !he,~_,.., tlf tloc •!J-c\:L~ in I l:nrl-"l\1 f tl\\ll>ilip 

l>} ntlnpling the fnl!tminJ,! {)rdinnw;c: 

NOW, TIIEHEFORE. UE IT ORHA!Nt:ll h~ 1ht: lll\\llship Cnm1uillc1.' .,r the I onn.;hip ,,f llarri><lll, 

Cnunt~ <lf Cilum:c,lCI' ~ml StOlt: of :-Jc\\ Jcr"'} '" full<"',; 

Scclimo I. Thm cwlusivc cun><:m um.l pcnnb,;iun ;, herch} r~nc\\et! ttnd :,tmlllcd to South J~1~C) (i~-; 

Cump<!n} tul;t)" muJ construct its pi~' mu.l nmi11' ~nd ll'lalctl :1ppuncm111CCS mtd litcilil,~s 11ithiulhc 
;tre~ts. ;!II~).~. ~!]twrcs, am.l puh!ie pluec~ 11 itllin !he l'il\\ll~hip ul' llnrrbLlll m tltc 11mnucr prc><:rilJ<:d h) 

N.J.S.i\_ ~!::')·:!!.mal ~ubjcct w rca~omthlc r~>gulnduus impllscd b) unliumtcc nr n:">luti<>n 11ith respect hi 

the <>penillJ!I'r mect5 in public pi"""'· ,uiJjccltu :tppnnal or such ctm,;cnl anti ~nniosi<ln h) the Bnard 

11(1'uhllc \11ilitic~. ' 

Section 2. fhi' ('on <.em j,; gmntctltu the cntini geographical area nfthc I Ul\ll,hip of) brriwn aud 
c,;tcl\ilcd In the houndurics ,,j' the I O<lllship n!' llnniwn and ~lmll rcnmiu in ctTccl li1r a [J<:ri<'d a!' lilly 
(5111 ycurs li'n1n tile date ol'final adoption tlft(Ji< Drdimm~~. 

s~ctiou 3. li'UI\) 'cction. '"lhS<....:tiuLl. scnlcncc, claUS<'"' phta>C ur !hi~ OrdinallCC is "" nll} I'Ca'i<1<1 held 
h) <Ill) Cuurt nl' cumpctcnljllris~!ictiun Ill be l!llcunstituliunal nr in1olid. mch dccbiun ~I mil not n!'ICct the 

rcnmittin[l ponions of this Ortliuancc_ 

Section 4. !'his Ordimmcc slm!lta~c cmctnmJtcdtmcl) upon poslin~. pulllicatiut•.linalpas;.ng~ m th~ 
mllnner prc~cnhctl b.l la11. :utd IICCC[IIM\cc h) Si>uth JL:rs.:) U2s Compntt)-

TOWNSU1P Of Ht\RRISON 

\" ,,,!~o 
BY: :s._-l._(_tA)i~ , 1 

LOl;is ~F. MAi"\ZO, MA YOU 
I 

DIANE L. MALLOl:.. I nicipal Gcrk 
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("011\lliiFI 111.11111"11 

"""" 
l 1""'"~ 
ll·~~·''" 

11!1111 11.1.\lllf 
\\1" . \ "' I 111\1 II\ I lll~t." 

---·--~ 
·-- _ .. 

NOTICE 

The Ordinance· published herein \\'as imrmluced ;utd pnsscJ upnn fll'sl rctttling at n lllC<'l'lllg of the 

Mayor :md ("ommitlct: l>fthc Tllllll.::ihip ol" I lnrrison. in the Cmmty 111" (ilnucc~tcr mtd Statc of 
Ne11 Jersey. held on Mnrch 5 . .:!IJ 1-J. h wiU ~.,._. further eunsidcn.:d lilr linn! r~~~gc. nlicr publ!t­

)tcnring hcrco11. at a meeting ul"said :vln)or' nnd ("o1nmittcc ltl be held in the ro11n~hi)l·, 

Municipal Building. 114 !Jrii.lgctcnt Pike. Mullicn lliiL N~11 Jcrsq 08062. in the l"ownship. on 

April 7. 20\.J m 7:3() P.tl.-1. Durillj! lh<' week priur lllld up to und including the date 111" such 
meeting. copies or sttid Ordinnncc will be imtdc antilablc m the Clerk's oft icc illtlu: /l'lunidpnl 
Building. I 1-+ 13ridgcton l'i!-.c. iuthc Tu11nship.to tlw mcmhcrs ul"lhc gcn~ral puhlk 11ho shall 

[t-;TRODl JCED: 

ADOI'TED: 

7 

DIANE 1.. MALI.l)Y 

ivhmicipttl ("lcrh 
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Exhibit B 
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(j9 
South jersey Gas 

Gina Manltt-Epps, Esq. 
Office of Gene-ral Counsel 111nd Corporate Secretary 
Gemua/ Counsel and Corporate Secrel~ry 

(Via email: dmal!oy@harrisontwv.us) 
Diane L. Malloy, RMC, CMR 
Township of Harrison 
! !4 Bridgeton Pike 
Mullica Hill NJ 08062 

May 19,2014 

Re: Acceptance of Ordinance No. 07-2014 Granting Municipal Consent to South Jersey Gas 
Company to Use the Streets for the Provision of Natural Gas Service 

Dear Ms. Malloy; 

I am writing on behalf of South Jersey Gas Company ("SJG") to advise that we received 
a fully executed copy of Ordinance No. 07~2014 (copy attached) granting municipal consent for 
SJG to provide gas and lay its mains and pipes in the Township of Harrison. Pursuant to the 
requirements of N.J.S.A. 48:3·16, SJG hereby accepts Ordinance No. 07-2014, as passed. 

Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

A lfiwM- w---
Gina Merritt-Epps 
gmenitt@sjindustries.com 

cc: John Statttiola, Di~tor, Regulatory Affairs 
Sherri Ramos, Supervisor, Revenue Analyst Permits 
Abbey Greenberg, Public Affairs Specialist 
Stacy A. Mitchel!, Esq. 

1 SoutllJersey Pla>:a. Folsom, New Jersey 08037 t www.spnduslries.t:om 
Tel. 6[)9..51;11-9000 1 Fe~ 600-561-1012 t TDO Only 1-S00-5'17-901l5 
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